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From Spinning Tops to Space Hoppers: Growing Up in Somerset 

An Exhibition at The Museum of Somerset 

28 July to 13 October 
 

 

For a spot of nostalgia during the summer holidays visit The Museum of Somerset’s new 

exhibition about growing up in Somerset. The exhibition, ‘From Spinning Tops to Space 

Hoppers: Growing Up in Somerset’, opens on 28 July and features photographs, costumes, 

toys and games from the last 150 years.  

 
Alongside the exhibition, activities for children will be taking place every week in August. 

They include Victorian school, retro board games, making toys, construction challenges, and 

playground games in the castle courtyard. 

The exhibition features games and toys spanning the decades, from classics such as 

dominoes and marbles to the start of digital gaming including Gameboy and Tamagotchi. 

Visitors can have fun in the gallery activity space using retro video consoles, including the 

Super Nintendo, as well as enjoying table football and an assortment of classic toys. 
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Visitor Services Manager Susie Simmons said: “The daily activities and exhibition will be 

great for children, parents and grandparents to enjoy together. They will provide a chance 

to reminisce about family life, childhood, school days and all the toys and games that 

everyone remembers.” 

Entry to the exhibition is FREE with small charges for games and activities.  

The Museum of Somerset is part of The South West Heritage Trust, an independent charity 

that protects and celebrates Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. 
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For further information please contact Beth Jerrett, PR & Communications Lead Officer, 

beth.jerrett@swheritage.org.uk or 01823 347418. 

 

Image/s: Photographs are granted for one time use in conjunction with this press release 

only, and photographers must be credited.  

Photo Captions: 

Boys play on a home-made swing, Chewton Mendip, Somerset, 1952 

Notes to editors 

1. The South West Heritage Trust 

The South West Heritage Trust is an independent charity committed to protecting 

and celebrating Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. As well as the widely-praised 

Museum of Somerset and the redeveloped Somerset Rural Life Museum, in 

Glastonbury, the Trust manages state-of-the-art facilities in Taunton and Exeter to 

care for the extraordinary archive collections of the two counties. The Trust also 

provides essential advice about the historic environment and manages historic sites. 

Individuals and businesses are invited to support the charity through its Supporters’ 

scheme. Visit swheritage.org.uk    #SWHTdiscovery 


